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the moon, to ascertain whether or not that
luminary is made of green cheese.'' Mr. Fisher
declared that he wanted to say to the gentleman
from Iowa that he was elected hy his constitu-
ents upon a gold platform and that he had car-
ried his district the first time it was ever
carried by the Republicans. In reply Weaver
said, "That is good. I carried mine the other
way for the first time."104

General Weaver's longest speech during the
first session of his service in Congress was de-
livered on May 9, 1879, in connection with a
discussion over a bill for the free coinage of
silver. He declared, in beginning his address/
that the consideration of " systems of finance
for a great government" was an important
matter, but that he had not been highly im-
pressed with the manner in which those opposed
to the bill had discussed the question. "They
seem to regard the bill as an unwarranted in-
trusion upon the rights of somebody. They
attack it alternately with levity, sarcasm, and
abuse. It is a question that ought to be dis-
cussed in the light of the Constitution, the
necessities of our people, and the present con-
dition of public affairs."

Two facts, he said, impressed him forcibly at
the commencement of the discussion: "silver
and gold have been used as money from the
foundation of human society", and there is